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Gynaecology — LOST IUCD

IUC threads may not be visible
No threads visible in the vagina as a consequence
of IUD expulsion, perforation
or pregnancy, but often the
cause is retraction of the
threads into the cervical canal
¢ or uterus. If no threads are
visible on speculum
examination pregnancy should

Exclude pregnancy

Advise alternative

contraception and arrange be excluded, additional
ultrasound scan. Consider precautions advised, and an
use of emergency ultrasound scan undertaken to

. locate the device.
contraceptlon

v

Device located in uterus

No Yes
Request X-ray of Leave in situ until due to be
abdomen and pelvis removed. Use thread retriever or
long forceps but may require
hysteroscopy
\ 4

Device located

No Yes

If film adequate (entire Confirms perforation. Refer
abdominal cavity and pelvis General Gynaecology (not a
visualised) this confirms medical emergency unless bowel

expulsion. Offer reinsertion of or vessel perforation suspected).

IUD/IUS or an alternative method Offer reinsertion of IUD/IUS a
minimum of 4 weeks after
perforation

References: Management of women with no intrauterine contraceptive threads visible on speculum examination, IUD,
intrauterine device; IUS, intrauterine system. Intrauterine Contraception Clinical Effectiveness Unit, April 2015
(Amended Sep 2019) Reviewed by: Dr S Pledger and Dr V. Beattie. Others involved: joint Referrals Guidelines Group
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